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Buckingham County 

Board of Supervisors 

VDoT Work Session 

And 

Monthly Meeting 

March 9, 2020 

 

At a VDoT Work Session and regular monthly meeting of the Buckingham County Board of 

Supervisors held on Monday, March 9, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. in the Peter Francisco Auditorium of 

the Buckingham County Administration Complex, the following members were present:  Harry 

W. Bryant, Jr., Chairman; Don Matthews, Vice Chairman; Robert C. Jones; Donald E. Bryan; T. 

Jordan Miles, III; Joe N. Chambers, Jr. and Danny R. Allen.  Also present were Rebecca S. 

Carter, County Administrator; Karl Carter, Asst. County Administrator; Cheryl T. “Nicci” 

Edmondston, Zoning Administrator and E.M. Wright, Jr., County Attorney. 

 

Re:  Call to Order 

 

Chairman Bryant called the meeting to order. 

 

Re:  Establishment of a Quorum 

 

Chairman Bryant certified there was a quorum.  Seven of seven members present and the 

meeting could continue. 

 

Re:  VDoT Work Session-Six Year Plan 

 

Fredrick:  Thank you gentlemen.  I brought some maps.  I have a couple other things to pass 

out.  I’ll explain it when we get them all handed out.  I brought 10 of them.  So this map here 

that’s on the 8 ½ x 11, it’s a map of the county and it’s unpaved roads with 50+ AADT that are 

highlighted red.  So if you see a road that’s nothing but a red line, that road is gravel and has 

more than 50 cars a day on it.  Then our six year plan has a lot of roads on it that have been 

completed and that should change with the next one we approve.  I’ve cleaned up all the old ones 

that are done.   

 

Matthews:  Red means it’s unpaved? 

 

Fredrick:  Red means its an unpaved road and has 50 cars a day or more.   

 

Matthews:  That’s what the 50+ AADT means? 

 

Fredrick:  Yes.  That’s Average Annual Daily Traffic. 

 

Matthews:  What’s the yellow?  There’s a yellow and orange. 

 



  

BUCKINGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS                
MARCH 9, 2020 

82 

 

Fredrick:  Ok. That’s what I’m getting into next.  If it’s yellow, it’s been completed.  So the GIS 

data wasn’t new enough to show the one’s we have done because of the way that system works.  

So if it’s red with a yellow line on it, it’s actually not a gravel road anymore.  I should have taken 

a sharpie and blackened out but for some reason I thought this made it a little clearer.  So then 

the stuff that is orange is proposed.  That means it’s already on the six year plan that we 

approved last year.  So, there is one more road that’s over here that says Coppermine right by it, 

but it’s actually 676 Ridge Road.   

 

Jones:  That’s in District 1. 

 

Fredrick:  That road we’ve cleared brush on it and it’s on the proposed list.  We’ve spent money 

on it so I’d say it’s under construction so that road is set in stone.  I’m not letting you guys make 

any changes to that road in the six year plan.  We are going to finish it.  But, I say that kind of to 

say the six year plan is kind of at you guys discretion, but I also say that you will have to defend 

if you want to delete the plan that you came up with last year and propose a completely new six 

year plan this year, you would have to support that and defend it because I would just say go talk 

to the Board.  People tend to ask me when we are going to pave their road.  The six year plan 

stuff is for you guys approval.  Most counties just add on to the end of the six year plan.  Jordan 

hasn’t gone through this before and he’s looking at me crazy.   

 

Jordan:  I’ve sat through it but I’ve never heard the verbiage delete the plan.   

 

Fredrick:  Anything that is not actively under construction, you have the ability to just delete it 

off the list and propose a new list and go with that.  But I think… 

 

Allen:  Most of these have been on here for a good while and people have been waiting.  You 

really messing up if you do anything. 

 

Fredrick:  I didn’t know all this last year but I want to be as open as I can.  Last year I told 

everybody it’s like a pipeline.  You put projects in the end of the pipeline and when they work 

their way out of the end, they are finished.  So I said the stuff you put on the list is going on six 

years out, and that’s how it typically does work.  That’s the typical boiled down version but you 

have the ability to reprioritize or whatever you want to do.  I don’t want it to seem like this thing 

is set in stone because it’s actually not. 

 

Miles:  I have a question, Mr. Chairman, if I may.  I see Bridge Road, Mr. Fredrick, it’s got 

proposed and completed.  Is that like…so that’s half and half isn’t it?  Bridge Road.   

 

Fredrick:  644 is unpaved and it is…it’s red because it’s one of the roads that GIS has as 

unpaved but then the yellow is because it’s been completed.  That road is completed.  That’s not 

a gravel road.   

 

Miles:  I thank you for a copy of the current six year plan.  So with the Winfrey Inez road… 

 

Fredrick:  That’s done. 
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Miles:  That’s what I was thinking. 

 

Fredrick:  Once the plan is approved we can go through it in order.  If you go to Shumaker and 

Brill, those are the last two to finish.  Then Ridge Road is the next road. 

 

Miles:  Say that again. 

 

Fredrick:  Ridge road is the next road.  After Shumaker and Brill. 

 

Jones:  That needs to be worked on? 

 

Fredrick:  Yeah, we are working on it right now.  Everything before that is done.  Everything is 

after Ridge Road is not. 

 

Matthews:  I’m a little bit confused.  You’ve got like in my district two years ago, or three years 

ago, however long it’s been, I can’t remember, Fender Road was surfaced treated.  Is that still 

considered a gravel road? 

 

Fredrick:  No.  If its surface treated it’s no longer unpaved.   

 

Matthews:  So orange, red and yellow.  What does that mean? 

 

Fredrick:  This yellow section is the east side.  The orange side is…according to what I have 

this section over here is not done.  I think this one is Crescent. 

 

Matthews:  It is, but it’s not there.  It’s on up the road.  Someone’s got it in the wrong place.  

Crescent Road is not there.   

 

Chambers:  Hey Scott, while you are here, let me ask you a question and I won’t bother you no 

more.  What’s with this road right here, Payne’s Pond?  That’s the one I’ve been asking about.  

679. 

 

Fredrick:   That’s on the list to be done but its #4 and 5 on the list. 

 

Jones:  Payne’s Pond? 

 

Frederick:  It’s on the list to be done. 

 

Jones:  This year? 

 

Frederick:  No, probably 2-3 years out. 

 

Allen:  Did you say something about 701 while ago?  
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Fredrick:  701, what road is that? 

 

Allen:  Betties Branch Road. 

 

Fredrick:  I did not mention it. 

 

Allen:  Ok.  I was looking on here.  I thought that’s what you said you were looking at the 

Coppermine Road. 

 

Fredrick:  That was 676 is this year’s road this construction season.  So, politically if you 

wanted to totally reconfigure this thing you can.  I don’t know if that’s a smart move or not but I 

want to give you the option to do it.  Otherwise, the intent of making this map was to if you 

focus on the lines that are solely just red, those are the good candidates to put on the list for the 

next year.  I was telling the Chairman a little while ago, the allocation of money for this fiscal 

year 2021 is $613,743.   

 

Jones:  How does that compare with this year? 

 

Fredrick:  With this year?  This year we had $437,000.   

 

Jones:  So we’ve got a couple hundred thousand more. 

 

Fredrick:  This is enough to add, we typically estimate $150,000 per mile but we typically come 

in under budget as well.  I would think you could add close to five miles this year.  Looking at 

the map if you wanted to see what would benefit the county the most to add, then let me know.  I 

don’t know if you want to openly discuss with each other if you have more questions.   

 

Miles:  Mr. Fredrick, let me ask you a question real quick, this map, is this more up to date with 

the need and the AADT and those kinds of things, as opposed to the plan we have now? 

 

Fredrick:  That is a representation of the plan you have now.   

 

Matthews:  I kind of like the way you did it before, Scott, I’m not trying to tell you what to do, 

but they used to list it write every roads name, and where it placed on this six year plan.  I have 

that right here.  I can make you a copy.   

 

Matthews:  Yeah, I’d like to have that. 

 

Allen:  I would too. 

 

Fredrick:  This is the six year plan that the county approved last year.  I didn’t actually make 

copies of it.  If somebody could… 

 

Matthews:  It just helps me keep up a little better.   
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Fredrick:  Yeah.   

 

Bryant:  One road I’d like to put on the six year plan and that’s Firehouse Road. 

 

Fredrick:  Firehouse Road.   

 

Matthews:  I do like your map if we can get the color coding better so it’s not overlapping.  

 

Fredrick:  When you are sitting behind a desk and drawing it out yourself, it makes sense to 

you.  I should have just colored the ones that were done black and then it would have made it a 

lot clearer.   

 

Jones:  One thing about the six year plan, if you want to change a person, you are changing two 

people.  Because wants to leave theirs there and the other one wants to come in to replace it.  To 

me, we need to go with what’s in here.   

 

Fredrick:  I would say, most counties last year just added some mileage on to the end.  That’s 

probably the easiest thing to defend to your constituents.   

 

Bryant:  Firehouse Road is a fairly long road, but it doesn’t need to go all the way to the end of 

it.  But from where the hard surface ends for about a mile it’s a lot of new houses down in there.  

A mile of it would be great. 

 

Jones:  Brother Joe, did they do the work on that Solite Road?  The work that was supposed to 

be done on Solite Road up there in your district.  Did they do that? 

 

Chambers:  673, does that sound right?   

 

Jones:  That doesn’t ring a bell. 

 

Chambers:  676? 

 

Miles:  Bridgeport? 

 

Jones:  Off of Bridgeport Road. 

 

Fredrick:  Some counties, I had one county that could add 3 miles, and they went with each 

board member getting to add ¾ of a mile.  So not one entire road got added.  They added 4 – ¾ 

road segments. 

 

Matthews:  How much money does that equate out to, the $200,000 additional, how much does 

that equal out to do for each of us? 

 

Allen:  A mile, mile and half. 
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Fredrick:  So anyway, my point with making this map, was to try to let you see what would 

make the most sense.  I think the point with making the map was to show what’s out there.  I 

think, we paved ½ of a road between 15 and 60, Red Road, all that did was make the other half 

of the people complain. 

 

Miles:  Say that again about Red Road please. 

 

Fredrick:  You pave ½ of the road, you are going to make the other ½ of the road mad.   

 

Miles:  That’s right.  Very accurate statement. 

 

Fredrick:  It would be nice if we could add entire roads. 

 

Jones:  Brother Joe.  I believe it’s 684. 

 

Miles:  Let me ask you this, Mr. Frederick, is the only ½ a road or piece of road that is not 

quite…in other words are there any unpaved roads that are addressed in this plan that only do ½ 

or ¼?  They are all or none except Red Road.   

 

Fredrick:  I think Payne’s Pond looks like it got added in two segments.  But the whole road is 

there.  I don’t know of any areas.   

 

Jones:  It is 2 segments. 

 

Miles:  So that’s ½ the road and then the other ½ the road like Red Road?  Is that right? 

 

Chambers:  They changed the district…when they changed the line they put it in Bobby’s 

district. 

 

Fredrick:  Can I see that for a second? 

 

Jones:  Look at the map he gave us.  Its 684, see the yellow.   

 

Allen:  The name in yellow and the line is red.   

 

Jones:  It was supposed to have been done this year I thought. 

 

Fredrick:  Red Road… 

 

Miles:  its one mile on Red Road Mr. Fredrick that’s outstanding, right? 

 

Fredrick:  You were asking that question, I think Red Road is… 

 

Miles:  It’s on the map but what I’m asking is, is there any unpaved road identified on that plan 

that’s being in the plan will do part of the road and not the whole road, besides Red Road? 
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Fredrick:  None that I know of.   

 

Allen:  669, Rocky Mount Road, it would have been nice to finish that off.   

 

Chambers:  684, he’s talking about Scott. 

 

Allen:  701 is not on your thing at all.   

 

Fredrick:  Not that I see.  What’s the name of that road? 

 

Allen:  Betties Branch Road.  That’s Joe’s district but it’s a rough road.  It needs a lot of help.  

You are talking about now just paving roads that are dirt roads.  What kind of plans do you have 

for the roads that are hard surfaced for a long term that are falling apart? 

 

Fredrick:  Just routine maintenance. 

 

Allen: With routine maintenance, you fix potholes and things like that.  Any plan to go back 

and… 

 

Fredrick:  We’ve gotten off on a totally different page but we’ve got a performance metric that 

we try to follow.  We rate all of our primaries every year and a ¼ of our secondary every year.  

Every four years we have a pretty good feeling of what’s out there and we try to keep them 

above 80%.   

 

Matthews:  You want roads that we want to put on the 6 year plan tonight.   

 

Fredrick:  That’s my goal.   

 

Matthews:  Well, start with District 1, Bobby, do you have any roads you want to put on the 6 

year plan? 

 

Jones:  I’ve got a whole lot of them but I don’t want to take away from anybody that’s been on 

the plan for so long.   

 

Matthews:  We aren’t taking away from those.  We are adding to it.   

 

Fredrick:  We aren’t taking anything away unless you want to.  Now I think you were asking 

earlier if you did take one off then you can add that much mileage.   

 

Jones:  Virginia Mill Road, ½ mile or so would take care of it I think.  673.  675 is paved and 

runs into 673 which is Virginia Mill Road.  That runs into Ridge Road. 

 

Fredrick:  673 is already done.  There’s 2 sections of it.  It runs over to the western side, is not 

on there.   
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Jones:  That’s what we need to put on this.  That’s a dirt road.  It’s only ½ mile or ¼ mile.   

 

Fredrick:  It’s a short road. 

 

Jones:  That’s all I got.   

 

Miles:  Can you state one more time, Mr. Fredrick, which roads on here are done just so we are 

on the same page? 

 

Fredrick:  As clearly as I can say it, we go in order.  When you get to Shumaker and Brill, that’s 

where we stopped last year. 

 

Miles:  So the roads preceding that… 

 

Fredrick:  They are hard surfaced. 

 

Miles:  So we can look at what’s after… 

 

Fredrick:  Start at Ridge Road and that’s under construction. 

 

Miles:  Page 5. 

 

Matthews:  Starting with Ridge Road?   Where is Ridge Road? 

 

Fredrick:  On this map right here, it’s the only one I colored black. 

 

Miles:  Mr. Frederick, with the funding that you said we were getting, $200,000 more roughly. 

 

Fredrick:  Than last year, it’s right here. 

 

Miles:  So in other words we can do River Ridge Road, Ivy Road, and Hunting Shack Road. 

 

Fredrick:  It’s not what you are going to pave.  Add more roads to this list. 

 

Miles:  That’s right.  I’m asking how far can this money can go.   

 

Fredrick:  That money is getting added to the pot. 

 

Bryan:  That money is getting added to the pot.   

 

Bryan:  He’s already got money allocated for some of these projects.  

 

Fredrick:  Yeah, I’ve got the money to do these.   

 

Bryan:  So he’s looking at what we want to spend $600,000 on. 
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Miles:  I’m with you now. 

 

Matthews:  You’ve got a Virginia Mill Road.  That’s different from Mill Road right? 

 

Fredrick: Yeah, that’s in Bobby’s district.  

 

Jones:  674, it’s less than a mile long.  It’s a dead end.  Comes off Solite Road.  Up next to 

Tagger? 

 

Fredrick:  Spears Mountain Road, does that have a lot of houses and traffic on it?  It’s a long 

road.  Out of the next 5 years, this is the biggest allocation of money that’s coming.  So if you are 

going to add one of the long ones in one shot, this would be the year to do something like that.   

 

Chambers:  That goes to James River Park. 

 

Bryan:  I thought about adding Boulevard Road.  That’s only 5 houses on that road.  It’s not 

going to get a high priority from you because there’s not a lot of traffic on that road other than 

people that live there or hunting.  I can push for it but it’s not going to happen.  Realistically.  

Not with the amount of people that live on that road.   

 

Fredrick:  Anything you guys add if it gets put on the list for next year, we will do it next year.  

The Board is in control of this portion of what VDOT does. 

 

Miles:  I’ve got 2 or 3 roads I’d like to add if I may. 

 

Fredrick:  You may.  Bobby Jones already spoke.   

 

Matthews:  District 2, Donnie, will be next. 

 

Bryan:  The only other road I’ve got is Boulevard Road.  I can put it on the list but…I’ll put it 

on there. 

 

Fredrick:  Whatever you guys come up with…I’ll create a new one of these and we’ll do a 

public hearing and then you guys will vote to approve it.  Don’t just add something.  I want it to 

make sense. 

 

Bryan:  That’s what I’m saying.  Is this $600,000 you are getting, use or lose? 

 

Fredrick:  It’s designated for the County.   

 

Bryan:  But is it use or lose? 

 

Fredrick:  It’s not use or lose. 
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Bryan:  Ok.  So it’s not going to be one of those situations if you don’t spend it you are not 

going to get it.   

 

Fredrick:  No you get it back.  If you pick a road to do and we estimate it’s going to be 

$150,000 and we only spend $100,000, we take that $50,000 and put it back in the pot and go to 

the next one on the list.  If we start where we need to add more mileage, next year I’ll just get 

you guys to add 2 extra miles. 

 

Bryan:  But it’s not going to be a use or lose from the state?  Where the state is going to look at 

it and say you didn’t use this last $600,000 so you are not going to get it. 

 

Fredrick:  No, we are going to go until we are out of gravel roads if it takes 50 years. 

 

Bryan:  In that sense, then yeah.  It’s a gravel road and the goal is to get rid of gravel roads we’ll 

put it on the list.   

 

Fredrick:  I guess we’ll get a list going.  Then once everybody adds their choices we’ll decide 

on up to 5 miles.  That’s all we’ve got money to add.  What’s the route number on that? 

 

Bryan:  778. 

 

Matthews:  Crescent Road which is 689.   

 

Fredrick:  That’s on the list, is it not? 

 

Bryan:  Yes. 

 

Matthews:  I want to make sure we are keeping it.  Elkan Road, 608.  Hope Road which is 801. 

 

Jones:  All those unpaved roads? 

 

Matthews:  Yeah.  I’ve got about 20 more.  We are out in the country out there man.  That’s all 

for now.   

 

Miles:  Yes, sir.  So there are two or three roads on the existing plan which I’d like to see stay.  

Hunters and the other half of Red Road.  That’s it for on the plan.  What I’d like to see added, 

Mr. Fredrick, would be Avon Road, and I’m giving you some shorter ones because we only have 

so much miles to push.  But Avon Road, off Andersonville Road.   

 

Fredrick:  What’s the number on that? 

 

Miles:  That’s a good question.   

 

Bryan:  820 
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Miles:  Alright, 820, Avon Road.  Pembleton Road is 714 off of 15.  South of Sprouse’s Corner.  

That’s a rough road.  On Shumaker Road, 773, I see a little bit of red.  Does that mean the end of 

Shumaker Road, Mr. Fredrick? 

 

Bryan:  Shumaker Road is completed.   

 

Fredrick:  Shumaker is done.  That’s why it’s colored yellow.   

 

Miles:  Ok.  Excuse me.  That’s a short one.  Old Fort Road, 766.  Two really short ones, not 

even a mile long, are 780 and 790, Hill Top Road and Plantation Road, respectively, off of 

Andersonville Road.  So Hill Top and Plantation, 780 and 790.  That’s it for me.   

 

Bryant:  I am District 5.  I’m just going to hang with Firehouse Road.  740 

 

Chambers:  Sharps Creek Road, that’s between 652 and 671.  It will be 721.  Sharps Creek 

Road and 684.   

 

Fredrick:  Is it on the map? 

 

Chambers:  721 is on the map.   

 

Fredrick:  It might not have 50 cars a day.   

 

Chambers:  Ok.  I don’t see it on here. 

 

Fredrick:  Do you have any in your district that does have 50 cars a day? 

 

Chambers:  I think most of my district, except for 651, Muddy Creek Road.  It’s a dead end road 

over there.  Off of 651.  Turn off 20.  After your cross Slate River Bridge, it’s the first road on 

the right.  You go to the next road and it’s …you go through there to 622.  Make a right after you 

cross the bridge, Muddy Creek Road, you go to the top of the hill and it’s a right.  A dead end 

road.   

 

Allen:  That’s 763.  There ain’t very many people on that road.   

 

Fredrick:  Happy Hollow Road, is that your district? 

 

Chambers:  Where’s Happy Hollow at?  Yeah, 713.  I don’t know where that’s at.   Yeah it is, 

that’s down next to Warren’s Ferry.  That’s in my district.  Put that on there then.  That qualifies. 

 

Allen:  At the edge of our district is that 701 I was just talking about, Betties Branch Road.  You 

don’t have it marked at all.  Yall have been spending a lot of money on that.  Gravel washes out 

real bad.  As far as the red one’s on the list, 717 and back down in Arvonia, back side of Rt. 10, 

and 771 Randolph Creek side.  Don’t a lot of people live on that road but people cut through to 

go to the church down there?   
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Fredrick:  You’ve come up with 20 miles.  Now you’ve got to decide on which ones to put on 

the list.   

 

Matthews:  We’ve got to cut off how many? 

 

Fredrick:  About 15.  I guess just, I don’t know a good way to figure out all the mileages for the 

roads we have on the list in 15 minutes.  This is a needed thing because I want to do what makes 

sense for the county.  We’ve seen you guys all have needs.  This may not add up to…a lot of 

them are short.  You’ve got to decide if you want a tiny little piece of the $600,000 or want to try 

to add 2-3 miles long roads that most of the traffic uses.   

 

Bryan:  Could you tell us that? 

 

Fredrick:  You should know the county better than me.  I’ve only lived here… 

 

Bryan:  I mean traffic counts. 

 

Fredrick:  I can tell you traffic counts.   

 

Matthews:  Speed surveys would tell you right?   

 

Fredrick:  I do have traffic counts and I do have them with me.  I can leave these for you guys.  

This is the 2018 traffic data.  It’s the newest we have.  If we can get copies ran for everybody.  

That’s got every route and every traffic volume.  Another one with truck traffic volume.   

 

Bryan:  We can put every road on the six year plan, every road that we have, we just have to 

prioritize which one’s we want.  They can all go on the plan it’s just how we want to prioritize 

them. 

 

Fredrick:  Yeah, we don’t want to do that.  We want to add priorities. 

 

Bryan:  That’s what I said.  They can all be on the list, instead of us doing this every year, put 

all the roads on the list, and we just prioritize based on how we see the priority.   

 

Miles:  We know full well they won’t all be funded in one year.   

 

Fredrick:  I’m a little at a loss of why you would do that.  Listing every road in the county. 

 

Matthews:  Not every road, just the one’s we gave you. 

 

Bryan:  Just the one’s we gave you and we’ll prioritize the ones based on priority.   

 

Fredrick:  I can take the next 2-3 years money because I know what it’s projected to be and can 

say we don’t have to do this for 3 years if you want me to add all these. 
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Matthews:  Let’s do that. 

 

Miles:  We can always have the option to revisit it right? 

 

Bryan:  We can come back to you and say hey Scott, road 1, 2 and 3 has gotten really rough, 

was 10th on the list we want to move it up.  Yeah. If there’s no changes, then we just say, hey, 

there’s no changes Scott.   

 

Fredrick:  I can do that.  That makes sense.  I thought you were talking about listing everything. 

 

Bryan:  No, just what we listed here and then we don’t have to continually do this every year.  

Just if, you know, if there is a need, we can move it up in priority based on the need.   

 

Fredrick:  Ok.   I think it’s a great idea actually.  I’ll take these roads and get a new six year plan 

put together with them all on it and it will state in there somewhere that it’s for multiple years.   

 

Miles:  We can get that daily traffic data, right? 

 

Fredrick:  I can just prioritize this by the highest count.  Then we don’t have to meet again.   

 

Bryant:  That’s good. 

 

Matthews:  It’s very wise to do that.   

 

Fredrick:  That will work.   So I guess all I have left to do is request a public hearing for next 

month.  Can I do that now? 

 

Carter:  You can.  We will have two hearings for the budget and reassessment. 

 

Bryan:  So this will be three then. 

 

Carter:  Yes, we will just put starting at 6:15.   

 

Fredrick:  I can request to be the first one? 

 

Carter:  You have to have it in April? 

 

Fredrick:  I don’t have to but I’d prefer to. 

 

Bryant:  We have a motion and a second to advertise for public hearing for out next meeting 

which is April 13th I believe.  Any discussion?  Call for the vote. 

 

Supervisor Bryan moved, Supervisor Miles seconded and was unanimously carried by the 

Board to schedule a public hearing for the Secondary Six Year Plan for April 13, 2020. 
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Fredrick:  I think this went very well.  I think that was a great idea.  I would have never thought 

of that on my own.  Thank you guys. 

 

Bryant:  Come back to see us next month.  We will recess this meeting until 6:00 p.m. 

 

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 

 

Re:  Call to order 

 

Chairman Bryant called the meeting to order.   

 

Re:  Quorum 

 

Chairman Bryant certified there was a quorum.  Seven of seven members present and the 

meeting could continue. 

 

Re:  Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Supervisor Chambers gave the invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance was said by all who were 

in attendance. 

 

Re:  Approval of Agenda 

 

Supervisor Bryan moved, Supervisor Jones seconded and was unanimously carried by the 

Board to approve the agenda with addendum. 

 

Re:  Approval of Minutes 

 

Supervisor Miles moved, Vice Chairman Matthews seconded and was unanimously carried by 

the Board to approve the minutes of the February 10, 2020 meeting as presented.   

 

Re:  Approval of Claims 

 

Supervisor Bryan moved, Supervisor Miles seconded and was unanimously carried by the 

Board to approve claims as presented. 

 

Re:  Approval of Fourth Quarter Appropriations 

 

Supervisor Chambers moved, Supervisor Allen seconded and was unanimously carried by the 

Board to approve the Fourth Quarter Appropriations as presented. 
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Re:  Public Comments 

 

David Ball, District 3:  Good evening.  David Ball, District 3.  Thank you Supervisors for 

allowing me to speak. First off I want to call into question the calendar.  I noted that the calendar 

had March 1st as the tax budget meeting Worksession.  Now I see that it was taken off and 

moved.  There are things that just kind of pop up real quick and I don’t know they are getting the 

three day notice they are required because they are not getting out during the work days.  They 

are trying to cover the weekend.  I’m going to watch to make sure that gets consideration too.  

Also I think with this coronavirus going on, there’s going to be serious economic impacts.  There 

already are globally.  I know the stock markets are plummeting, travel companies are impacted.  

I’m sure that’s going to have some effect on the hotel proposed for the county.  The office supply 

store that was proposed here, looks like it’s not going to happen.  That lot got cleared, brush pile 

pushed to the back.  Now it’s for sale.  So a lot more property going up for sale.  You go to 

Farmville and look around, a lot more vacant store fronts or places for rent.  So, that raises 

questions about economic future because our rural areas seem to get impacted the hardest when 

there are major economic factors that affect the country as well as globally.  I think with the 

taxes that we pay and increased property values to increase those taxes and the spending, you 

need a little more consideration for the pocketbook of the people that are going to have to pay it.  

No, statistically the coronavirus as they report, anybody under 15 is not impacted.  They haven’t 

had a single case of a child getting coronavirus but if you are 59.  That’s the threshold of getting 

the virus.  A lot of elderly people in this county.  That could be a serious problem.  Also they say 

it lives 8 days on your cell phone.  21 days in your beard.  Take that into mind.   Also as we are 
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speaking the Governor is holding an Environmental Justice Meeting in Charlottesville to address 

the pipeline.  That should be noted.  There have been a lot more attacks on the pipeline so don’t 

know if while there is a commitment to push ahead, if there will be a lot more success with that. 

 

Bryant:  Times up.  Thank you. 

 

Jason Gwatowsky, District 6:   Good evening folks.  I’m just going to be another thorn in the 

side but I’m trying to make a point to get to every Board meeting.  Anyway, Jason Gwatowsky, 

District 6.  You pretty much know where I’m standing on a lot of the issues of late.  But I do 

want to make a point to show up and remind the Board of the love that most of us have for the 

county regardless of what Richmond is doing.  There off the rails as far as I can tell but anyway, 

I just want to bring up a couple things that’s cleared up to the Governor.  I don’t believe the 

Governor has gone with them yet but I’m sure he will.  It’s kind of silly but one of the things is 

SB657 which if you think you’re a girl but you’re a guy or the other way around you can now 

apparently go and get your birth certificate changed.  I don’t know why but I wanted to bring that 

up just because it’s crazy stuff.  One of the more important things and it doesn’t impact 

Buckingham significantly, but is the State moving the power to remove war memorials and 

things of the like.  The localities can now basically do what they want with them.  When that 

does get all the way through, there are a few things in the county but not a lot, but what is here, I 

would ask the Board to seriously look at saying thanks but no thanks.  We are going to leave the 

County like it is because we kind of like our county the way it is.  That’s really the biggest things 

I have on there.  Of course SB70 which got thrown through and I’m sure he’s going to sign that 

with one handgun a month and all that stuff.  There will be more on that.  That issue is definitely 

not done.  I just wanted to make a point to let you know that a lot of people in the county like the 

county the way it is.  We’ve got our issues but we’d rather not be directed by Richmond.  I 

appreciate it. 

 

Frank Howe, District 4:  Thank you.  Good evening.  I know you gentlemen love hearing from 

me on gun issues about as much as I love talking to you about it.  Tonight you are going to have 

a presentation on Senate Bill 35 and House Bill 421 that is essentially going to ask you to pass 

another resolution.  The aim of which is to say no to any sort of limitation of where guns might 

show up.  It’s hard for me to understand why people can’t imagine any possible limit on gun 

ownership and can’t imagine any possible limit to where guns will show up.  But that’s what we 

are heading towards and what you are being asked to sign off on tonight.  I would ask you to 

think carefully about that.  Do you really think that?  Do you really believe that?  Do you think 

that there is no way in which we should say, but no guns here?  No way of which we should say 

but not that many guns or not that kind of gun?  What we are heading for is a society in which 

we are hoping that everyone has lots of guns so if a bad thing happens, lots of people can shoot 

back.  Marshall Dillon would clearly understand that sort of a culture.  Is that what you want?  Is 

that what we are aiming for?  You can’t envision any sort of limit of where guns can show up?  

You can’t envision any sort of limit of what kinds of guns could be there?  Then what kind of 

culture are you planning for us?  Thank you. 

 

Quinn Robinson, District 4:  Good evening gentlemen, fellow Virginians.  My name is Quinn 

Robinson.  I’m from District 4.  I have a couple of things.  Since the issue of the virus has 
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already been mentioned, I thought this may be an opportunity that since so many people are 

sequestered under one term or another, that the Board could consider streaming live these 

sessions.  To alleviate older people having to get over here to take part and understand what’s 

happening.  But then I remembered that since so few of you use the microphones, that’s pretty 

much irrelevant but I think it’s something you should be looking forward to.  The ACP is a crisis 

but the virus and interruption of supply chains, the prices drop dramatically.  I think Dominion 

pegged their future of $55-60 a barrel in order to go, they are way below that.  They are in 

trouble.  If there is no gas there’s no need for a pipeline and that’s what we are seeing.  It’s been 

accelerated from forced unbeknown but we mentioned this earlier.  It’s been going on for 6 

years.  It’s been an abandoned asset.  If Mr. Trump is not President next year, this is all coming 

apart.  The Commissioner of Revenue in Floyd County, perhaps you’ve heard of this, is 

surveying their county.  Physically examining things for VP materials that are being stored in the 

county.  There are taxable assets and I hope that’s being done in Buckingham.  It should be.  The 

whole purpose behind this ACP/Dominion thing was to generate revenue with little taxes and 

crumbs falling off the table to local level.  I think it’s regrettable but that seems how you’ve 

planned it.  But if you are not going to do it, that raises another problem.  Also, all these luster of 

employees being brought in by contractors, people came and took my trees down, all had Utah 

license plates.  I think that’s a state out west and it’s not a county in Virginia.  So, I think it’s 

essential to get that and get it going.  The problems with the economy and places dropping with 

the gas and oil, I would suggest that you take this time and set aside some rainy day money and 

buy as much oil and gas and diesel as you can afford at today’s prices with intent of using for 

this year and next.   

 

Bryant:  Time’s up.  Thank you sir. 

 

Rick Ewing, Library:  Gentlemen, Rick Ewing, Library Director.  Chairman Bryant, 

Supervisors, Mrs. Carter, thank you for giving me some time to speak tonight.  Obviously I’m 

here to talk about the new library for the most part here.  I hope you’ve had a chance to stop by 

the new library and community center.  Supervisor Matthews and Supervisor Chambers, myself 

and Mr. Carter and Mrs. Carter, we’ve all been there for construction meetings and I sneak in on 

the weekends because they usually leave the door unlocked.  I shouldn’t say that in public 

meeting.  There are workers there up on the roof or something.  It looks great.  So does the 

community room.  My wife went with me this weekend and she was walking around the 

community center side and she was amazed at the changes in space from the school to what it is 

now.  Right now it looks more like a library and community center than a former school.  The 

peak roof.  Everybody can see that.  That makes a big difference when you drive by.  Somebody 

asked me if the roof was going to be red.  That’s just the underlayment.   It’s going to be green.  

We are looking forward to that as well.  The stud walls are up in the library.  You can see the 

space.  It’s pretty exciting.  The project is currently on schedule as you may already know.  That 

means the library should be up and running by the end of September and maybe earlier than that.  

There is still a lot to do for us including ordering furniture and shelving and eventually moving 

all the books in order which is not an easy task.  People stop me in the grocery store and 

restaurants and ask me about it.  They are excited.  Residents are excited.  Your constituents are 

looking forward to their library and community center and so am I.  Many local residents have 

worked a dozen years or more to get a really good library and here it comes.  I appreciate it.  
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Finally the new library is about twice as big as the old one.  Plus the restrooms are outside of the 

library footprint so that makes it even bigger.  So, it will be a lot busier than the old library, the 

current library.  I’ve requested some additional funds to operate the new library.  Some of that is 

my best estimate.  I tried to be conservative whenever possible.  I just want to say thank you for 

your support.  I appreciate it.  I know everybody here is looking forward to the new library and 

community center also.  Right?  (applaud from audience)  Thank you. 

 

Cindy Rosen, District 5:  Thank you for letting me come and speak.  I had it on my calendar 

that tonight was for the real estate taxes but obviously that’s been moved.  I would like to 

address that anyway.  I appealed my assessment for my home and was denied.  But since then I 

had received my cost of living increase for my social security which was less than 1%.  If my 

taxes go up 17%, that’s not a real good ratio.  Right now, not only myself, but I’m sure many 

other residents of Buckingham County are on social security and their income cannot increase 

other than social security would do.  I just don’t think 17% is a good number.  One thing that I 

was thinking if people end up on food stamps or something, then the tax payers are supporting 

them because they can’t afford to pay their taxes.  It could be a ball rolling down the road.  

Anyway I wasn’t sure why the 17% was so…why such a big increase.  I wanted to address if it 

was because of the G5 upgrade, to the county, I know internet, high speed internet, I don’t know 

how quickly that’s advancing but I did notice on Rt. 60 on the eastern part of Buckingham 

County, I noticed it says pole in front of houses, pole, pole, and they are installing poles.  5G 

does, you have to have a pole in front of your house because it’s a short distance.  5G has never 

been tested for long term consequences on the human health factor.  It has been installed in a 

school out in California, probably more than one, but I had heard more than a year ago that a lot 

of the children in that school where the 5G had been put, had acquired cancer.  So the 

frequencies of 5G are kind of equivalent to a microwave.  I just feel like I know it’s important to 

have communication but I would think the expenditure of increasing the 4G would be a less 

health wise and maybe less expensive.  I’m not sure.  But anyway, that’s my concerns, not to 

have the 5G. 

 

Bryant:  Times up.  Thank you. 

 

Miles:  Mr. Chairman, I can add one thing sir?  Mrs. Carter, is Mrs. Rosen still eligible to appeal 

her land value to the Board of Equalization?   

 

Carter:  Yes. 

 

Miles:  I would encourage you to do that. 

 

Rosen:  Again?   

 

Miles:  Yes. 

 

Rosen:  Who would I appeal to?   

 

Carter:  Call the Commissioner of Revenue’s office and schedule a meeting. 
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Miles:  That’s to anybody that thinks their assessment is too high or too low.   

 

Matthews:  I want to say something to about the 5G.  There hasn’t been anything as far as 5G is 

concerned.  We did just get a $28 million grant for Central Virginia to come in the county and it 

starts in district 3 which is my district and they are going to go pole to pole and house to house to 

get you internet service.  As far as any external 5G stuff, I’m not familiar with what they are 

talking about or what you are talking about on that.  That’s not how that’s going to happen but it 

is a pretty exciting thing we got a $28 million grant that’s going to help the citizens of 

Buckingham County have internet service in their homes.  That’s something we’ve been working 

on for 3, 4, 5 years now.  It’s finally come to fruition. I’m real happy about it and I hope all the 

citizens are too. 

 

Theresa McManus, District 2:  So, Theresa McManus, District 2.  I usually come up and I yell 

at you guys and tell you what a crappy job I think you do and that you do work for us and that 

you don’t work for us.  But I will say the last meeting, you did.  You worked for us.  You 

stepped up and came to the Board and voted us as a 2A district.  Which I want to thank you for.  

I didn’t know my taxes were going up 17%.  Ahhh, I’ll talk to you later, my 3 minutes don’t say 

anything.  So, we have another constitution amendment besides the 2nd and it’s the 9th.  Have any 

of you read the 9th amendment.  It states, “The enumeration of the Constitution of certain rights 

shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people.”  So basically a lot of 

the things happening in Richmond right now by our lovely Governor, because we know we can’t 

say anything against him now because if we do we could go to jail.  Have you seen the laws that 

have come down in 60 days and what they have done to our State?  I am a northerner who chose 

to come to Virginia.  I have been told that I speak my mind and that I am obnoxious and unliked.  

Like John Adams.  John Adams had a wonderful reputation with your Thomas Jefferson right up 

to their death.  I’m proud to say I am a Virginian now.  I have been here almost 20 years.  I am 

so shocked that we have allowed this to happen.  I expect our Board of Supervisors to support 

our Sheriff and to support our people who are all a 2A community.  I want to thank you for 

listening but you’ve just had people come up again and voice their opinion to you.  I don’t think, 

I expect every one of you to live up to who you are up there.  You are to uphold the Constitution 

of the United States.  I don’t care about your personal opinions.  It’s the Constitution that you are 

to uphold and it was written for reasons so that we could overthrow a tyrannical Government.  

Thank you. 

 

Mike Payne, District 4:  Good evening.  My name is Mike Payne and I live in the 4th district.  

I’d like to say I love my God, my family, and my country.  47 years ago, I took an oath that I 

would defend the Constitution of the United States of America against all enemies foreign and 

domestic.  The election this past November placed a number of socialist in power.  I consider 

these socialist an enemy of the Constitution.  #1, their disregard for the very first God given right 

to life.  #2 their attack on the 2nd amendment and along with their red flags laws added in, it’s not 

just an attack on the 2nd, it’s a violation of the 4th, article 4 which predates the Bill of Rights and 

also is a violation of the 1, 4, 5, 6, and 10th amendments.  I have not been released from this oath 

and I will defend the Constitution.  I do realize that the newly elected members of the House and 

Senate are paying back the promise that they made to Planned Parenthood and Bloomberg who 
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bought and paid for their elections.  That money does not give anyone the right to bulldoze over 

our God given rights.  Another thing that has come to my attention, some States have decided 

that it would be a good idea to give their electoral college vote to whoever gets the popular vote.  

In Richmond there has been some movement in this direction for Virginia.  That idea is not a 

good one.  That would turn us into a direct democracy which is a mod rule.  In this State, it 

would nullify at least ½ of the voters and in some cases more than ½.  I do not believe millions 

of Virginians would be happy having their only voice in their government taken away.  This is a 

recipe for disaster.  Thank you. 

 

Jones:  Mr. Chairman, I would like to make a statement to this Board if I may.  As of 4:00 this 

afternoon, my wife and I have been married for 63 years.  Thank you. 

 

Bryant:  I’m sure she deserves a sympathy card.  Congratulations to both of you all. 

That’s the end of the public comment. 

 

Re:  Public Hearing:  Case 19-SUP269 Application for a Special Use Permit to Operate a 

Commercial Garage and Sale of Agricultural Related Equipment in an A1 District for 

James Southworth 

 

Edmondston:  Good evening Mr. Chairman and members of the Board.  Tonight we’ll have a 

public hearing for Case 19-SUP269 landowner/applicant is James Southworth.  This is located 

on Tax Map 119 Parcel 3 Lot C approximately 29 acres on Meadow Creek Road which is State 

Route 604 in the James River Magisterial District.  It’s currently zoned A-1.  His request is to 

operate a commercial garage with the sales and services of Ag related equipment.  The zoning 

ordinance does list a commercial garage and agricultural/industrial equipment as uses that may 

be permitted by the Buckingham County Board of Supervisors by a Special Use Permit 

following recommendation by the Planning Commission in accordance with this ordinance and 

the Code of Virginia.  The Planning Commission may recommend and the Board may impose 

conditions to ensure protection of the district if the Special Use Permit is approved.  Please note 

that a building permit has been issued and the construction of the requested garage is currently 

underway as the nature of the business and garage were not initially disclosed in October 2019.  

Construction of the detached garage in ongoing as permit issued but contact with Mr. 

Southworth has been made that the business may not operate until a final decision is made in 

regard to the application for this special use permit.  This business was brought to the attention of 

the Planning and Zoning Department via citizen complaint in November 2019.  Mr. Southworth 

was contacted and explained that he visited the Administration offices approximately two years 

ago inquiring on the process for establishing and operating his business within the zoning 

parameters set forth in the county.  Information given at that time did not include the need for an 

application of a special use permit and Mr. Southworth was told he only needed to register his 

machinery and equipment in the office of the Commissioner of the Revenue to legitimately 

operate his business in the county.  Mr. Southworth has been compliant with necessary actions in 

regard to submitting his special use permit application and wishes the Planning Commission and 

Board of Supervisors thoughtfully consider this request and his desire to operate a successful 

business within the county. 
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Please note the public hearing was held and was recommended unanimously to bring this before 

you and was introduced last month.  Mr. Southworth is here tonight to answer any questions that 

you may have as well.   

 

Conditions: 

 

1.  That all federal, state and local regulations, ordinances and laws be strictly adhered to. 

2. Right of ways and roadway shoulders shall not be used for parking. 

3. The property shall be kept neat and orderly. 

4. That the applicant pursues a commercial solid waste container and follow the County 

Solid Waste Ordinance. 

5. That all documentation submitted by the applicant in support of this special use permit 

request becomes a part of the conditions except that any such documentation that may be 

inconsistent with these enumerated conditions shall be superseded by these conditions. 

6. Nothing in this approval shall be deemed to obligate the County to acquire any interest in 

property, to construct, maintain or operate any facility or to grant any permits or 

approvals except as may be directly related hereto. 

7. The County Zoning Administrator and one other County staff member, as appointed by 

the County Administrator, shall be allowed to enter the property, with proper notice, if a 

complaint is registered against the property for noncompliance with this permit.  Any 

complaints not solely related to this permit will be given to the appropriate department or 

agency. 

8. In the event that any one or more of the conditions is declared void for any reason 

whatever, such decision shall not affect the remaining portion of the permit, which shall 

remain in full force and effect, and for this purpose, the provisions of this are hereby 

declared to be severable. 

9. That any infraction of the above mentioned conditions could lead to a stop order and 

discontinuation of the special use permit, if it be the wishes of the Board of Supervisors. 

10. That the applicant(s) and landowners(s) understands the conditions and agrees to the 

conditions. 

 

Chairman Bryant declared the public hearing open for comments. 

 

David Ball, District 3:  Good evening.  David Ball, District 3.  Um, I’m pretty sure you guys are 

going to pass this through which I hope you do.  And Mr. Southworth I think several years ago 

opened a business in Cumberland County which did quite well until he sold it off but he seems 

like a very upstanding businessman and I admired what he accomplished in Cumberland.  I think 

we have to look at small business at the vehicle of the economy.  That’s what we need here and 

we need more of it.  The western part of the county of course is the least serviced part as far as 

business.  We need to see business growing in all sectors of the county.  They are going to be the 

support mechanism that’s going to keep the county vibrant. Large corporations come and go but 

small business is what builds a community.  I hope you support his application.   Thank you. 

 

There being no further comments, Chairman Bryan declared the public hearing closed. 
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Chambers:  I make a motion that we approve it Mr. Chairman. 

 

Miles:  Can I pose a question Mr. Chairman if it’s the appropriate time?  Mrs. Edmondston can 

you remind us again the background and context of why condition 3 was struck? 

 

(Condition 3.  There shall be no more than four (4) inoperable vehicles and or machinery 

equipment outside of the main structure at any one time.) 

 

Edmondston:  Absolutely, Mr. Miles.  Condition 3 was struck because the Planning 

Commission felt that due to the fact the distance and layout of this parcel, he was far enough off 

the road that no vehicles, actually wouldn’t be vehicles, it would be Ag equipment such as 

lawnmowers, weed eaters and such and they would actually fit within the garage.  Anything that 

had been serviced or needing to be serviced, they just did not feel like it was necessary to put a 

limit upon the number of machinery and equipment pieces that Mr. Southworth may have.   

 

Miles:  The concern I have with that Mr. Chairman rather is it seems that we consistently added 

this condition on other like projects.  Is that right?  Businesses rather and SUP’s.   

 

Edmondston:  That is true.  Anything that is similar in nature to a garage with vehicles and 

equipment.  That is true. 

 

Miles:  Would the applicant mind if we added that back? 

 

Chambers:  Add it back? 

 

Miles:  Yes, add item 3 back. 

 

Chambers:  No, I’m not going to vote for that.  That was my motion.  I’ve got a motion on the 

floor Mr. Chairman. 

 

Southworth:  Like I was explaining to the Planning Commission, it’s a little bit different as an 

automotive repair shop.  90% of our stuff is pickup and delivery.  Right now I’ve got about 20 up 

there.  It just depends on the pickup and delivery cycle works but nothing is visible from the 

road.  We will literally pick up 30 this week and deliver 20.  Depends on the parts and payments.  

 

Bryant:  How close is your neighbors? 

 

Southworth:  My parents are next door, 3/8 of a mile.  Rob and Linda Wilkes are across the 

road.  The lay of the land is set up, the shop is on one end of the property.  It’s almost like a 

peninsula.  West Vaco owns all around the backside of it.  Basically everything is behind the 

building anyway.  It’s not visible unless you are in an airplane.  Nobody is going to see it.   

 

Bryant:  We have a motion and a second.  Any more discussion? 
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Allen:  The only discussion I want to make sure it’s added that it’s with the changes of removing 

3.   

 

Miles:  On item 1, Mr. Chairman and Mrs. Edmondston, under condition 1 it says local 

regulations.  Does that include inoperable vehicles? 

 

Edmondston:  It would.  That would be a local. 

 

Miles:  Ok.  Yeah.   

 

Bryant:  Any more discussion?  Call for the vote.  Unanimous.   

 

Southworth:  Thank you.  I appreciate it. 

 

Supervisor Chambers moved, Vice Chairman Matthews seconded and was unanimously 

carried by the Board to approve 19-SUP269 for James Southworth for operation of a 

commercial garage and sale of agricultural related equipment. 

 

Re:  VDOT Road Matters 

 

There were none due to the work session before the meeting. 

 

Re:  Presentation:  Chip Davis, Dillwyn Volunteer Fire Department:  Update on Tractor 

Pull Plans and Request to have electrical service connected to the site 

 

Davis:  Thank you.  July 25th.  Save the date.  That’s where we are right now.  Our tractor pull 

committee which is made up of all 4 fire departments in the county.  Some of them are 

represented in the audience tonight.  We banded together trying to expand this activity to make it 

something that will be better than it was last year.  After reevaluating the way we did it last year, 

we would like your permission to pursue negotiations with Dominion Power to get a permanent 

power source down there.  We think this would be feasible and would be something that comes 

with the terms of our contract that could be removed easily if it should be.  Last year we almost 

had a disaster with our generator.  We got it going at the last minute and made it through it.  We 

even had a backup generator.  If we had permanent power there, that would make things a lot 

easier for us.  We did the wiring and the infrastructure is there in place for lighting and 

concessions.  The wiring is done so we just need to get that hooked up.  That’s something that 

once we get something back from Dominion, Mrs. Carter has been helping me get numbers and 

things but getting through the bureaucracy of getting this done.  Once we get something formal, I 

will bring you a formal letter requesting that we need to run a line from this pole to this pole. 

 

Bryan:  Where are they currently looking at running it Mr. Davis? From where to where? 

 

Davis:  We don’t know.  That would be up to Dominion Power.  Preferably down the side of the 

property. 
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Bryan:  You know we’ve got that hotel coming in there.   

 

Davis:  Correct and they would have to take all that in account.  That’s the reason that would be 

up to Dominion Power. 

 

Matthews:  Is it going to affect the hotel? 

 

Carter:  It would have to be done where it won’t.  That’s why we would need to bring 

something back.  The hotel engineers are working up there now with all that. 

 

Matthews:  I’ve got a question too.  You want to put it permanently.  I’ve seen a lot of venues 

where they used temporary lighting.  Why not put the line there and use temporary lighting that 

you can rent some place or buy your own instead of putting something permanent there? 

 

Davis:  We put the lighting up.  It’s there. 

 

Matthews:  I understand that.  But it looks like to me a temporary scenario would be more 

ascetic to the businesses close to that instead of something permanent. 

 

Davis:  Well we made the investment of putting the lighting up. 

 

Matthews:  How much was that investment? 

 

Davis:  Considerable.  A lot of it was donated to us.  We did purchase some and I don’t have it 

with me because we did not foresee the Board asking us to take it down and put something back 

up.  The temporary lighting which we bought last year.  It’s fairly expensive.  It’s cumbersome.  

We had to take 3 trucks to go to Charlottesville to bring in the lighting that we used and we also 

got some from some of our friends in the community that had some.  So we were borrowing 

lights, renting lights and also to get lights big enough for what needs to be done we just felt it 

was best to put in permanent lights that we can use once a year for our activity.  With the power 

source coming in from outside, Dominion Power, we wouldn’t have to bet on generators and all 

that cumbersome.   

 

Matthews:  I’d like to reach out to you and set up a meeting a couple members of the board 

which I’m on the rescue squad committee and the finance committee to discuss this venue a little 

deeper with you before we make a decision tonight.  How does the Board feel about that? 

 

Bryant:  He’s not asking for an answer tonight. 

 

Bryan:  We are not making a decision.   He’s just updating us on the lighting. 

 

Matthews:  I understand that but there is some discussion that needs to be done with this 

lighting and stuff.  It’s not going to be rubber stamped. 
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Jones:  Unless these other people made a complaint about this, I don’t see a reason why we can’t 

do it.  

 

Miles:  What you are asking for, Mr. Davis, is a request to look into this right now?  Is that 

right? 

Getting power. 

 

Allen:  Permanent power.  

 

Miles:  Can we do that and then recommend it to what Mr. Matthews is pointing out? 

 

Matthews:  I just think there’s some more discussion… 

 

Allen:  There’s some things he wants to talk about and we can talk about it later.  That ain’t got 

nothing to do with this. 

 

Chambers:  July ain’t that far off.  He’s trying to get something lined up.  I think they are doing 

a good thing for the county and the county should support them. 

 

Matthews:  When is Dominion Power supposed to let you know something? 

 

Davis:  We’ve made a request.  We have not heard back from them.  We made a request.  They 

asked for more information.  We got the information and they asked for more information.  

We’ve been going through the process of getting it and trying to get it going. 

 

Matthews:  Are you going to have it this year? Or you not going to have it? 

 

Davis:  We are going to have it July 25th. 

 

Matthews:  I know that but are you going to have the permanent power? 

 

Davis:  We don’t know. 

 

Bryan:  They will probably approve it July 26th, the day after.   

 

Davis:  If we do that, we will reach out to other companies that donated us the generators before.  

We’ve already started our fund raising to get sponsors.  We are already asking for sponsorship 

for the event.  It does take about, we are starting now to have everything ready and rolling by the 

25th.  Other things we’ve done, we’ve improved the safety of the track by extending it straight 

out at the end.  It had a curve in it which we didn’t know when we built it because the way the 

lay of the land is.  We are also in the process of adding soil to the track to give it the proper 

consistency that is required by the pullers.  One other thing we are looking into and is something 

that we would be bringing back also is a permanent platform rather than working off the back of 

somebody’s lowboy.  That’s a safety hazard and we are looking for something that would be 
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safer.  Like I said once we get it in place we will be bringing it to you in writing as soon as we 

know more.   

 

Miles:  So this is not the end all be all.  There’s another step to the staircase.   

 

Davis:  We just didn’t want to blindside you coming to you in June saying we need to get this 

approved.  We wanted to let you know about it. 

 

Bryan:  Do we need a motion for that Mrs. Carter?  It’s just informational. 

 

Carter:  He’s just wanting to let you know.    

 

Chambers:  Call for the question. 

 

Bryan:  There’s no motion required. 

 

Re:  Justine Young, Piedmont Senior Resources Area Agency on Aging, Inc.:  Budget 

Request 

 

Young:  Good evening Mr. Chairman, members of the Board, Mrs. Carter, Mr. Carter.  Thank 

you all for allowing me a few minutes to talk to you this evening.  Piedmont Senior Resources 

greatly appreciates the support you have given over the last few years.  I hope you will continue 

with that support.  I think Mr. Miles can update you on most of the changes that are taking place 

at the agency.  There are a couple things I did want to point out.  I think last year when I came 

before you all I said I would address the disparity in funding from some of the counties.  That 

has been done.  I wanted to let you know that the Board of Piedmont Senior Resources has 

addressed that directly and given a directive for us to move the residents of the counties that are 

supporting us to the top of the waiting list.  We do have some waiting lists in some of our major 

programs.  Home delivered meals and homemakers in the home that are sitting with people that 

need in home support.  So, your folks will go to the top of that list automatically.  I think that’s 

only fair.  I’ve been pushing for that and working towards that for a couple years and finally got 

that resolved last month I believe that was.  With that being said other changes going on, we’ve 

added a new program since I was here last.  A very big program as it turns out.  We added 

nonemergency medical transportation based on the need that we found from public hearings, not 

only our own public hearings but those held by Centra Health, Steps and other organizations in 

the community.  So we started a nonemergency medical transportation basically last December 

or December before this past.  We’ve run it for a full year now and when we started it for several 

months it was a slow process to get it started but I tell you within 3 months we had the phone 

ringing off the hook.  Within 4 or 5 months we were booked out 2 months in advance solid.  

Okay.  At that time we only had one vehicle.  Looking at that need we went ahead and applied 

for a grant for a second vehicle and just got that one pretty much ready to put on the road.  Also 

in doing the 2nd vehicle, we put a request in to the Department of Motor Vehicles because they 

license us for this service, we requested and added to be able to go to UVA.  I think we will 

make a huge difference to the residents of Buckingham.  We haven’t had a lot of calls from 

Buckingham for this service, or not as many as we’ve had in other counties, but I think now that 
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we can take folks to UVA I think that’s going to make a big difference.  Last year we did over 

300 appointments for folks, this year we expect that to more than double so this is a rapidly 

growing program that we are doing.  Also, I might add this program is run completely on 

donations and grants that we’ve written.  No state funding.  No Federal funding.  Nothing.  We 

also in addition to the request to travel further we also put in a request for payment from riders of 

$5 because we need this program to be self-sustaining.  At the rate it’s growing I don’t think all 

my grant writing and Jordan’s grant writing is going to be able to keep it going because it’s 

growing rapidly.  I hope, we came before you this year with a request of $15919 and we base 

that on the 10% of federal funding that we receive.  Just as a reminder of explanation, our federal 

funding comes with a requirement of a 10% locality match.  Our agency, and there’s been some 

confusion about this, we are a quasi governmental agency.  We are not a local charity.  We are 

funded from the state and federal government and not quite like social services, it’s a little 

different but we are still an agency that this particular agency does require the local match and so 

we took the population of every county to determine that 10%.  That’s how we come up with that 

sum of money.  You guys have been great and we are happy with things the way they are and are 

working on leveling out the services to all the counties so everyone is benefiting.  I do want to 

give you some numbers.  Last fiscal year we delivered over 9,000 meals to people in their 

homes.  These are people who cannot drive.  They cannot drive a car somewhere to get food.  So 

it’s important to them.  We also did over 500 meals for seniors at the luncheon site we have here 

in Buckingham County.  We did 680 hours of in-home services.  That’s an aide that goes in the 

home and is assisting folks that maybe can’t get the laundry basket and get the laundry done.  Or 

can’t cook a meal because they’ve had surgery.  They can’t stand long enough.  These aides can 

go to the grocery store for them, the drug store for them.  So just to give you a little bit of an 

idea.  We have over 20 programs now just with seniors age 60 and over.  I think way back over 

40 years ago, the Piedmont Planning District Commission is the one that developed Piedmont 

Senior Resources in conjunction with your county and the other six.  So all seven counties got 

together to do this and I know all that’s been forgotten over the last few decades.  I just wanted 

to point that out so everyone would understand.  One last comment I want to make, in 2015 

shortly after I came, I think I came to the agency at the end of 2013, we were at $6300 in fund 

raising grants for the year.  Last year 2019 we were at $284,000 in grants and donations and fund 

raising.  So, I just want you to see the changes in the agency and the growth.  We are working 

very hard as Mr. Miles can tell you.  Always looking to increase the funding to increase the 

services to the seniors that really need some help.  You know, if you are 95 and live at home 

alone, don’t have any family, we may be the only people you have to call.  So we greatly 

appreciate your support and home you will be able to continue.  Any questions? 

 

Matthews:  I do.  How do they contact you if there is a person that needs medical transport other 

than life threatening situations?  How do they do it? 

 

Young:  They would just call the office.   

 

Matthews:  You will set up the appointment. 

 

Young:  We don’t set up the appointment.  They usually, what  happens, they call us and tell us 

when they have an appointment and we are telling everyone to call as soon as possible because 
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we can schedule your appointment out 4 months in advance.  So a lot of folks that have a 

cardiology visit once or twice a year, they know it’s in 4, 5, 6 months.  We will go ahead and 

schedule for that appointment.  Once we get the 2nd vehicle on the road, it will ease up things a 

little bit.  This week that vehicle goes in play.  But even with 2 vehicles keep in mind we have 7 

counties we are trying to cover but again, your folks will go to the top of that list.   

 

Carter:  The 10% requirement, what happens when the other counties don’t contribute?  Does it 

disqualify? 

 

Young:  If I can make it up in grants and fundraising, that kind of works out to our advantage.  

For example, Prince Edward County, majority of fund raising we do is there and most of the 

corporate sponsors are there so that pretty much makes it up that way.  I can tell you based on 

what board members told me in Lunenburg and Nottoway and Prince Edward all three are 

looking at an increase this year.  So, I can’t guarantee that.   It takes a board vote so we will see 

what happens.   

 

Re:  Sam Davis, Buckingham County Republican Party: Senate Bill 35 and House Bill 421 

 

Davis:  Honorable Board members, I’m here to speak to you tonight on House Bill 421 and 

Senate Bill 35.  This bill, both bills are identical, what the state has decided to do is give you the 

power to enact your own gun ordinances to create gun free zones.  These would cover areas live 

government owned building, government owned parks, county owned property, county permitted 

event or streets adjacent to.  Alright, they both have been current State Code 15.2-915 by adding 

subsections E and F which grant you the authority to pass your own ordinances.  They both have 

passed both houses of the General Assembly and are expected to be signed by the Governor any 

day.  Areas where you will be able to pass ordinances are county owned parks, government 

buildings, streets adjacent to any permitted events, permitted events themselves.  These bills are 

bad because what it’s going to do is create a quilt work if you will of varying ordinances in each 

locality of the State.  Which is going to create confusion among the legal gun owners as far as 

when they can legally carry and when they can’t.  You leave here and go to Richmond, you are 

going to go through Cumberland and you are going to go through Powhatan into Chesterfield 

and you could be in violation of the local ordinance at any point when you cross the county line 

of a county that has an ordinance that is not in agreement with your county.  This is going to 

create confusion among law enforcement.  What’s enforceable and what’s not.  Let’s say you 

want to enact an ordinance that makes Gene Dixon Park a gun free zone.  How are you going to 

enforce it?  Who’s going to search the cars?  Who’s going to…we don’t have the law 

enforcement here now.  If I’m a concealed weapon permit holder, I decide to lock my weapon in 

my car while I watch my kid play ball, I don’t see a problem with that.  If you deem that park a 

gun free zone, I would be in violation of the law.  Ok.  So basically what this is it’s a scape goat 

for counties like Albermarle, Fairfax, Loudon, Alexandria, possibly one more up there in the 

northern corner.  The way they can pass their gun free zones as they will, Democratic controlled 

legislature was able to get the votes from those areas to pass this through.   It’s also going to 

place a burden on you as a county if you pass that ordinance to defend that ordinance.  Because 

these ordinances are going to be challenged.  These State laws are already gearing up to be 

challenged.  They have just been passed.  So, what can we do?  Well, based on the advice of Tim 
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Anderson, Attorney at Virginia Beach who is getting ready to take the State to court for three of 

the newly passed laws, he recommends passing an ordinance saying we wouldn’t pass an 

ordinance.  Thank you but no thank you.  We will leave just as it is.  His argument is if we pass 

an ordinance, we at least make it more difficult to some point down the road for another Board 

just on a whim pass an ordinance creating these gun free zones.  Or you can do like South 

Hampton County which I believe you have a copy of a resolution that they passed in your Board 

packet where they passed a resolution saying basically thank you but no thank you.  We are not 

asking to do away with anything that’s already on the books.  Schools are gun free zones.  Any 

firearms ordinance that’s already in place stays.  We are just asking not to pass an ordinance 

based on the authority granted under Senate bill 35 or House Bill 421.  Period.  That’s it.  

There’s a copy of the resolution passed by South Hampton County.  It was passed on 6-1 vote on 

February 25th I believe.  That’s it.  Pretty simple.  Cut and dry.  Not asking you to do anything 

but say thank you but no thank you.  I appreciate your consideration. 

 

Bryant:  Board, what’s your pleasure? 

 

Miles:  I have a question, if I may, Mr. Chairman.  Mr. Davis the legislation that was passed was 

House Bill and Senate Bill.  They both are enabling legislation which means it gives any locality 

the option to adopt an ordinance or not adopt an ordinance with regards to the subject obviously.   

 

Davis:  It does not say you shall adopt an ordinance.  It says the county or locality may.  So it’s 

up to each county or locality as far as what they do.   

 

Miles:  There’s no referendum or majority vote or anything like that tied up in this legislation? 

 

Davis:  Not that I’ve seen.  I’ve read the legislation up one side and down the other.   

 

Miles:  Thank you. 

 

Bryan:  Zoning Matters.  

 

Bryant:  Discussion? 

 

Bryan:  Zoning Matters.   

 

Bryant:  We need to…just leave it like it is and do nothing. 

 

Re:  Zoning Matters 

 

There were none at this time. 
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Re:  Planning Commission:  Consider appointment of a Planning Commissioner for 

District 2 

 

Bryan:  Yes, Mr. Chairman.  That’s me.  Mr. Chairman, I’d like to appoint Ashley Shumaker to 

replace Royce Charlton.  At the same time I’d like to do what we did for Sammy and do a little 

something for Royce for being on the Planning Commission. 

 

Bryant:  Mr. Bryan has made a motion to appoint Ashley Shumaker to the Planning 

Commission.  Any discussion?  Call for the vote.  Carried Unanimous. 

 

Supervisor Bryan moved, Supervisor Allen seconded and was unanimously carried by the 

Board to appoint Ashley Shumaker to the Planning Commission to represent District 2. 

 

Re:  Commonwealth Regional County/Library:  Consider scheduling a public hearing to 

support a grant application for Buckingham County Public Library to USDA Rural 

Development funding to purchase IT and Security Equipment for the new Library location 

 

Miles:  We need to make a motion to hold a public hearing for that regard.   Is that right, Mr. 

Chairman? 

 

Carter:  Yes, Buckingham County Public Library has applied for a grant through the CRC to 

USDA for funding for technology and things for the library.  The County would need to have a 

public hearing to endorse this application according to USDA’s regulations. 

 

Miles:  If we put it to the April meeting, that would make 4 public hearings? 

 

Carter:  4 public hearings in April.  But I think they need to get this application in.  It shouldn’t 

take very long. 

 

Miles:  I would move to schedule this for April 13th. 

 

Bryant:  Ok.  Any other discussion?  Call for the vote.  Carried. 

 

Supervisor Miles moved, Supervisor Allen seconded and was unanimously carried by the 

Board to schedule a public hearing for April 13, 2020 for the Buckingham County Library’s 

application to the USDA for IT equipment and security equipment funding. 

 

Re:  Buckingham County Rescue Squad:  Consider recommendation of the Rescue Squad 

Committee regarding release of funding 

 

Allen:  We had a discussion with them and was going to…they had asked for another $50,000 

and we would like to approve. 

 

Bryant:  The squad is asking for another $50,000 to operate on.  Any discussion?  Call for the 

vote.  Unanimous.  Carried. 
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Carter:  I might add that this is in the budget.  It’s not additional money.  It’s money within their 

budget. 

 

Jones:  Is that $50,000 or $60,000? 

 

Carter:  $50,000 

 

Matthews:  We are just appropriating what was already in there. 

 

Supervisor Chambers moved, Vice Chairman Matthews seconded and was unanimously 

carried by the Board to appropriate another $50,000 to the Buckingham County Rescue Squad 

from their budget line item. 

 

Re:  Update on Amish Safety Committee 

 

Cody Davis:  Good evening, Gentlemen.  Just thought it would be good to tell you guys that our 

committee met last Thursday.  It’s probably, unless we see a future need for future meetings, I 

think is going to be the last committee meeting.  We are going to pursue May Fest May 9th and 

have a premium spot there.  Amish have agreed to have a horse and buggy, at least a buggy 

there.  They have been really good partners in these meetings.  They’ve volunteered to govern 

themselves a little bit more even standards across the Board regarding lighting like a minimum 

standard within their own governance.  Which would include a strobing amber light across the 

rear of the buggies and that’s in accordance with Virginia State law.  You have probably see the 

additional signage at Sprouse’s Corner.  I think it looks pretty good.  Recommendations I’ve 

received for some of you have been submitted to VDOT.  We are partnering with Farm Bureau 

for trifold brochure, literature creation and printing.  They are still working on getting back some 

rough drafts following my renditions to some things they already had.  They are going to 

produce those brochures for us along with banners and posters.  There is going to be some cost 

sharing between Farm Bureau and the County here.  It shouldn’t be very expensive at all.  We 

hope to get those in hand soon so we can start partnering with the distribution of those materials 

with the county stickers.  We are kind of missing that mark but it’s heavy turnaround for 

something this large.  Any questions from anybody? 

 

Bryant:  Sounds like yall are heading in the right direction. 

 

Davis:  Yeah, I think we are really setting a standard.  This morning I attended a meeting at 

Charlotte Courthouse.  The Ag Extension offices for Buckingham, Charlotte and Halifax are 

taking on Amish related matters and one of the things they wanted to address is road safety.  

More or less we have kind of paved the way.  They are eager to be partners with us and have us 

partner with them down the road. 

 

Jones:  Have the Amish checked to see how much it would cost for that light to go on top of the 

buggy? 
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Davis:  I don’t know in regards to cost but they seemed pretty happy to do that.  To do at least 

that amount of strobing amber light on the rear of the buggy.  I think they were comfortable 

doing that. 

 

Carter:  That had to be agreed upon by the State Police.  The color of the light.  They said the 

Amber is seen better during the day. 

 

Matthews:  They have a supplier up in Pennsylvania from what I understand that they can get it 

from pretty easy.  It’s already available, all they have to do is place the order. 

 

Davis:  Right.  You see some that have a whole lot of lighting and some that have a little.  They 

want to set a minimum standard to where you can have more but can’t have less to make sure 

they are doing their due diligence.   

 

Miles:  Mr. Davis, so the Amish are amendable to that? 

 

Davis:  They are eager.  We are careful to say we are not imposing anything on you and they are 

eager to say they are not expecting anything of you but we are appreciative of it, the partnership.  

They offered to start a collection internally to share costs as well.   

 

Miles:  Good.  That’s amazing.  So there are no more committee meetings.  Is that what you 

were saying Mr. Davis?  

 

Davis:  No, I don’t think we need to.  May 9th at May Fest hopefully some of us from that 

committee will get together but unless we decide to take on further projects or keep this going 

inevitably or something, I don’t think the committee will meet again. 

 

Re:  Other Matters for Board Consideration 

 

There were none.  

 

Re:  County Attorney Matters 

 

Wright:  Mr. Chairman, I’m here to give you an update on the progress of the committee dealing 

with the noise control ordinance.  We’ve met twice and we’ve had some pretty frank and 

interesting discussion.  Probably one day this week there will be a draft submitted out for the 

members of the committee to look at.  That would not be intended to be a final draft but in 

certain portions of it we will offer alternatives so when we gather back in a week or so we can 

begin to put together a final draft and we will know where the focuses come.  The Committee’s 

working pretty diligently trying to get to a consensus that will try to serve a rural community like 

Buckingham.  So, with a little luck, sometime while you are in the middle of budget we will try 

to bring you something.   

 

Re:  County Administrator’s Report 
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Carter:  First item is to make all of you aware and the public is that Chairman Bryant and Vice 

Chairman Matthews did attend the Chairman’s Institute and has been certified through that 

program.   

 

Supervisor Bryan was appointed to the VACo Education Committee. 

 

Supervisor Miles was appointed to the VACo Finance Committee. 

 

I have also been appointed to the VACo Finance Committee. 

 

The next item is an update from the Finance Committee as they study the feasibility of Proration 

of Personal Property Tax.  We will be continuing to meet on that.  We find it has a lot of Pro’s 

and Con’s and ups and downs and ends and out with how to handle that including the possibility 

of having to change to twice a year billing.  We are still looking at that. 

 

That concludes my report Mr. Chairman. 

 

Re:  Other Board Matters 

 

Miles:  I’ve got one thing Mr. Chairman.  If I may.  I know I have hard time keeping my mouth 

shut sometimes but I did want to note that Mrs. Carter and Mrs. Edmondston and I and Lauren 

Stooler as part of our membership with the Commonwealth Regional Council met recently.  So 

during our February Commonwealth Regional Council meeting we met with Ms. Stooler, she’s a 

representative of Economic Development Administration and she was here to visit Planning 

District 14 and with the Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy Review also known as 

CEDS which we should have some approval on with the Commonwealth Regional Council in the  

coming weeks.  It will be a huge step forward for Buckingham and the CRC members in addition 

Mr. Chairman, CEDS is a prerequisite for the EDA as an economic development district which 

will allow us millions of dollars for economic development, infrastructure, small business 

development, entrepreneurship and that sort of thing.  Ms. Stooler met with Mrs. Carter, Mrs. 

Edmondston, Melody Foster and I at Sprouse’s Corner and she was very much impressed with 

that project with the sewer growth and capacity there.  I think that will net some very great things 

for Buckingham in terms of how we are an active participating member of the Commonwealth 

Regional Council.  CEDS has been a long time coming and it’s going to open up a lot of doors 

with economic development in the county with the economic development committee that we do 

have.   

 

Re:  Executive Closed Session 

 

Supervisor Bryan moved, Supervisor Allen seconded and was unanimously carried by the 

Board to enter into Executive Closed Session under the following Codes: 

 

1. Discussion, consideration or interviews of prospective candidates for employment; 

assignment, appointment, promotion, performance, demotion, salaries, disciplining or 
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resignation of specific public officers, appointees or employees of any public body; and 

evaluation of performance of departments. §2.2-3711.A.1 

2. Discussion concerning a prospective business or industry or the expansion of an existing 

business or industry where no previous announcement has been made of the business’ or 

industry’s interest in locating or expanding its facilities in the community. §2.2-3711.A.5 

 

Re:  Return to Open Session and Certification 

Supervisor Bryan moved, Supervisor Miles seconded and was unanimously carried by the 

Board to return to Open Session and certify that to the best of each Board member’s 

knowledge only business matters related to the code of which the executive meeting was 

convened was discussed or considered in the closed executive session. 

Re:  Action as a result of Closed Session 

There was no action. 

Re:  Recess to Reconvene 

 

There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Bryant recessed the meeting to reconvene 

on Wednesday, March 18, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. for a budget work session. 

 

ATTEST:   

 

 

__________________________________  ____________________________________ 

Rebecca S. Carter     Harry W. Bryant, Jr. 

County Administrator    Chairman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


